Gorton South Community First Plan 
The Gorton South Panel 

The Panel meets regularly (approximately every two months) at Levenshulme Inspire on Stockport Rd.  All Panel members have to declare an interest if they have any involvement with projects applying for funding.

The Panel members are

Cllr Julie Reid, Local residents Debbie Burton, Pauline Sargeant, Rose Cusack, Colin Sharples.  The Panel partner is Macc 

The Consultation Process
In January 2013 the Gorton South Panel ran a series of small community consultation events in community venues - St Marks Church, Levenshulme Library, Aspinal Church, Sacred Heart Church and at St Richards. We asked people to vote on priorities for the ward and to tell us more about the issues that mattered to them.
40 people actually signed in with their postcodes.  There were some attendees who didn’t wish to be identified. 

We displayed current priorities for the panel on sheets around each room and gave people 3 stickers to vote on what was most important to them.  They could put all their dots on one issue if they wished or spread them across a number of issues. Then they had a chance to tell us about other important issues.
The results were as follows: 
	Ranking (most popular)
	Issue 
	Additional Comments people made

	1
	Activities for children and young
people
	A youth club
Things for young teenager

Activities for under 5s

	2
	Improve green spaces
	Recycling educating residents about fly tipping
More work in other parks not just Debdale 

	3
	Activities for older people
	History projects 
Things for older single people that reduce isolation

	4

	Making our community cleaner and safer
	Neighbourhood safety days to help with increase in break-ins etc

	5
	Activities for families
	More play equipment
Activities for children with special needs

	6
	Improving health for all
	No specific comments were made



Also there was one request for a food bank.  

These findings reflected the views of the Panel who are all active in the local community.
Gorton South also has a Ward Plan which is regularly updated by Manchester City Council. 
Community First Priorities

Based upon these results the Panel agrees that they will look to fund community projects that meet the following priorities:

· Activities that benefit children and young people

· Activities that improve green spaces and/or make our community cleaner and safer

· Activities that benefit older people 

· Activities for families

The panel expects that all of the priorities above would improve the general health and wellbeing of Gorton South residents 

To apply for funding you can visit Manchester Community Central www.manchestercommunitycentral.org/news/community-first-funding 
Or email the Panel directly – gortonsouth.manchester@ymail.com 

Our webpage is www.manchestercommunitycentral.org/gorton-south-community-first-panel, this is where you can check the panel priorities and when the next deadlines are. 
If you want to tell us your views on priorities for the ward do get in touch. If we can’t deal with things through Community First we will try and link you up to someone who can.

Other support for community groups 
The Manchester Community Central website has lots of other useful information including:
· Information on other funding 
· Volunteering opportunities 

· News and events 

You can speak to someone by ringing 0333 321 3021 

