The Role of the Voluntary Sector in Bearing Witness about Poverty and Marginalisation in Manchester
What is our Role as the voluntary and community centre in Manchester in terms of speaking out and bearing witness to what we see.
There was a clear feeling that VCS collaboration around this should be action focussed. 

· want action, not being told what we already know

· organisations feel bound by funding

· need to link to other agendas together i.e. not just health

· direct action – (people sometimes have negative perceptions of what this means)

· not building an understanding it’s about how we get heard

· creating space for voices to be heard

· listen more, talk less

· Empower citizens to speak for themselves

· Strength of voluntary sector  – can break down barriers, open dialogue not perceived as ‘social services’ so people are more candid/open

· Highlight groups who are marginalised and at risk as a result of government policy over many years.

· Need to address the specific criticisms from politicians – tell them why they are wrong.

How could the Assembly impact on this area?

· Welfare reform – big area affecting many people

· -breakdown of various areas

· -Evidence that it’s not working
· Space to galvanise and interact with people to pool resources

· Space to support and build networks

· Feedback  from other boards and networks (i.e. health & wellbeing board)

· Shape evidence and use to influence public opinion

· Be a space of local intelligence – what’s happening in the sector with organisations – what are they doing?
Bearing Witness

Organisation specific data/stories

Sector collates and verifies stories
Larger alliances campaign, speak from a platform to influence

Need a focus e.g. theme (workplace capability assessment)

Build an alliance locally and nationally

Solidarity

Task groups that are ‘topic’ or ‘client’ specific

Should we do more in this area?
Yes in order to:
· Changing narrative/ Language

· Developing narrative

· Evidence based

· Tell Stories

· Community activity – pro-active

· Press – alternative views

· Facts

· Well placed to see real impact of poverty

· Bear witness

· ‘organised narrative’ as a group

· We might need others who are better placed

· Not that people don’t know – some people just choose to ignore/deny it

· We need to decide who we are talking to - Ordinary people or people in power?

· What kind of evidence are we presenting?

· Do we need more individual stories or more ‘epidemiological’ work?

