Welfare Reform Workshop 

The purpose of the workshop was an attempt to pin down what the participants wanted the voluntary sector assembly to do in relation to bearing witness about Welfare Reform. It was clear that there was righteous indignation about the effect of welfare reform on the most vulnerable people in society. 

Coinciding with the visit to Manchester of the Conservative party conference it wasn’t surprising that welfare reform and its impact on the citizens of Manchester was high on everybody’s agenda. 

Throughout the workshop those involved gave eloquent testimony of the devastating effects that cuts in public spending where having, and alongside this was a sense of dread about the next year, knowing that more cuts in public spending were on the way

The overwhelming concern was that the Assembly should play a part in witnessing the effects of the welfare reform.  What was apparent was that the participants acknowledged that welfare reform was an issue for concern for everybody, what was most apparent was that the participants attested that the  pace of change and the targeting of welfare reforms was having a disproportionate impact on the poor.

The group called for the assembly to act as a centralised collection point for all the testimony, everybody acknowledged that each organisation had an individual story to tell about the impact of welfare reform on individuals and most wanted the Assembly to show leadership and amplify the concerns of the participants

Perhaps  the strongest sentiment was that the assembly should not be a forum for talking, those present recognised the need to voice their testimony  but more importantly those present wanted the assembly to take action, to align its work with other activists and campaigners and build a solidarity movement that would be hard to ignore 

What people were calling for was  a campaigning approach by the Assembly and in the workshop  several examples were given of direct action being  taken while the Conference was in town, this was allied to a call for actions to be coordinated and affected in a wider  context through lobbying  and campaigning

The participants were clear that the assembly had a role to play in challenging the attacks on the poor. And in particular challenging the demonization of the poor, by bringing the sectors efforts together in coordinated, non violent direct action to make the point strongly that the sector has a duty to champion the poor and act as a voice for the silenced

 A useful action from the assembly would be to develop the website to challenge the myths and pre conceptions about those receiving welfare supports, using factual examples to challenge.

A number of examples if individual actions were highlighted, Church  Action on Poverty , Europia, Merci all gave examples of the work they were undertaking and the direct action they proposed, it was felt that the assembly had an important role to play in promoting involvement of other groups in direct action

