Woodhouse Park Community First Plan

As with all wards in Manchester Woodhouse Park has an existing ward plan which is regularly refreshed and updated. Below is a description of the area taken from the Plan. 
Area Description
· Woodhouse Park is part of the suburb of Wythenshawe, approximately nine miles from Manchester City Centre and is a mix of residential housing and businesses.   
· Woodhouse Park ward is largely a residential area that includes key assets such as Manchester Airport, the Town Centre including the Forum, five neighbourhood centres and several business parks.
· Manchester Airport is a major asset to the North West, to the City Region and the local area and is seen as important local employer, and in providing a valuable service both regionally and nationally. As well as being an employer the airport also has many businesses operating from its site.  These will continue to grow as part of the Airport City expansion plans and the recently designated Enterprise Zone which focuses on areas around the Airport but also on the periphery of the Town Centre.
· Woodhouse Park has three primary schools - Ringway Primary, St Anthony’s RC Primary and the Willows Primary. There is one secondary school, the Manchester Enterprise Academy which is sponsored by Manchester Airport.
· The Police Headquarters for Wythenshawe is located in the Town Centre.
· Wythenshawe has good motorway links providing good communication links for residents and businesses in the area, a bus station located in the Town Centre and a railway station at the Airport.  The Metrolink programme across Wythenshawe will also create a transport interchange at the Town Centre including a tram station and new bus station, which will connect Woodhouse Park residents into the entire Metrolink network.  The 1.6km ‘Black Path’ connects Wythenshawe Town Centre to the Airport, providing a direct pedestrian and cycle route.
· Wythenshawe Forum is based in the Town Centre and houses the leisure centre, library, nursery, Forum Flavours café, Forum Learning adult education & employment training service and Forum Health, which provides GP services, dentistry, health advice and an NHS walk-in centre (currently under review).
· The Woodhouse Park Lifestyle Centre is located on Portway, near Painswick Park. It features a large sports hall, youth facilities, community rooms and outdoor sports facilities.  The Centre provide opportunities for people of all ages to get active, boosting health and well being, improving community safety, education and training, and creating new job opportunities.
· There are four local churches in Woodhouse Park.  Adjacent to one of them, St Marks, is the “Tree of Life Centre” that hosts a community café, regular classes, activities and therapies.  St. Anthony’s Parish Centre on Portway is another community facility and is used by a wide range of residents for diverse activities - seven days a week.
· The Wythenshawe Community Initiative Ltd (AKA Woodhouse Park Family Centre) and the newly built Sure Start Children’s Centre provide support, information, play and facilities for families. 
· There are several parks in the ward including Painswick Park, Culmere Park, Tayfield Park and Kirkup Gardens, which include children’s play areas, multi-sports facilities and nature gardens.
· The Moss Nook area borders countryside with interesting walks and nearby attractions such as Styal Mill.
· There are several woodlands in the ward including Hatchett’s Wood.    Other green spaces include Peter’s Spinney and many areas around the Airport.
The Community First priorities are designed to compliment the existing plan and yet remain broad enough to encourage new groups and individuals to get involved in their community. 
The priorities are: 

1. Support new group start ups 

2. Support neighbourhood community events

3. Improve physical environment

4. Support new opportunities for residents to get involved in activities through volunteering

There has been a good rate of applications to the fund and therefore the Panel feel the priorities have been successful to date.  
The Panel
The Panel is made up of people with an interest in the ward.  Current Panel members are:
· Sarah Woolley (Regeneration, Wythenshawe Community Housing Group)

· Nick Cordren (local business owner)

· Graeme Fowler, Jo Hastings, Martin Williams (local residents and members of community groups)

· Cllrs Eddy Newman and Brian O’Neil 

· Tracey Rawlins on behalf of Macc (Manchester’s support organisation for the voluntary sector)

The Panel meets regularly to make decisions on applications received.  Sometimes they will make decisions by email if they are unable to meet in person.  They look at each application to decide how well they meet the priorities and the impact upon the ward and residents.  Sometimes they will ask for more information or refer applicants to a more suitable fund.  

