
 

 

 Why Engage with Business  
 

Businesses often want to help, but it is important that you do not think of them 
simply as a source of cash. There is so much more that they can offer such as 
volunteers, equipment, meeting rooms, professional expertise and a range of 
other resources.  
Through research, United Futures has identified seven broad categories of 
business support they can offer youth sector organisations: Whilst receiving 
financial support may be a key outcome for you, this type of support does not 
always build reciprocal relationships between VCS organisations and the 
businesses themselves. Other support such as employee volunteering and 
delivering activities can build these reciprocal relationships and involve the 
business in direct support with your service users.  
                         Direct Support   

• Volunteering 
• Work experience 
• Activities with young people (e.g. workplace visits) 
• Training & expertise  
• Governance & management 
• In-kind donations (e.g. office space) 
• Financial support  
 
 
 
                Indirect Support
  

From United Futures consultations we know that many businesses are keen 
to commit resources locally, and services that support young people can be 
especially attractive. By becoming involved in your organisation they can 
develop a positive profile at the same time as motivating and developing their 
staff. Today, many large businesses provide opportunities for their employees 
to give hands-on help and to share their skills with local organisations. Those 
businesses with CSR1 (Corporate Social Responsibility) policies often set 
aside a fixed number of hours/days per year for their staff to work with 
community organisations.  
 
To make any partnership successful you will need to spend time developing 
proposals that are attractive to potential business partners. Then once a 
relationship has started you will need to nurture it to ensure longevity. (This is 
after all what you do with a funded programme of activity).  
 
If you find the right business the rewards for your investment will far greater 
than the time spent developing the partnership.  Please see the case study 
examples given to see the benefits for VCS organisations and Business 
through working together.   
 


