
 

 

 

 

Greater Manchester Older People’s Network Newsletter  
               January 2019 

Happy New Year! 

We would like to wish all of our Greater Manchester Older People’s Network members a 

very happy new year!  

We started 2019 with our celebration event, ‘Celebrating the Greater Manchester Older 

People’s Network: Where are we now and where are we going?’ on 8 January 2019.  

It was a fantastic event with great presentations from James Baldwin from Transport for 

Greater Manchester, Liz Jones from Macc, Wendy Cocks from Care and Repair and Pascale 

Robinson from Better Buses Manchester. We were also treated to a fantastic performance 

by the Silver Circus from Skylight Circus Arts. In the afternoon, delegates had the 

opportunity to discuss housing, health and transport in GM and to identify which areas the 

GMOPN could focus on in 2019. We also had a great panel discussion led by Nigel Rose 

from Macc, with Pam Smith from Stockport council, Warren Heppolette from the Greater 

Manchester Health and Social Care Partnership, James Baldwin from Transport for Greater 

Manchester and Wendy Cocks from Care and Repair. 

The event was a huge success and we will be taking on-board all the recommendations 

that delegates came up with, in order to shape our campaign agenda for this year. 

Thank you to everyone for attending and to our planning group who helped to ensure 

the event was a huge success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Launch of new working groups for 2019 
 
Following on from the visioning exercise that 
our Action Group members completed earlier 
in 2018, we are pleased to launch our new 
working groups for 2019. There will be 3 
groups, each focusing on a different area: 
Housing, Transport and Health.  
 
The groups will meet every 2 months, to share 
news on what work is already going on in 
Greater Manchester and to plan work for the 
network to focus on throughout the year. We hope to get as many older people involved 
as possible, so whether you have been involved with the network before or not, please 
consider coming along and getting your voice heard.  
 
Dates:  
Housing - 27 February 2019 14:00-15:30 
Health - 6 March 2019 14:00-15:30 
Transport -  13 March 14:00-15:30 
 
All of the meetings will be held at Macc, 3rd Floor, Swan Buildings, 20 Swan Street, 
Manchester M4 5JW. To express your interest in joining, please complete the enclosed 
survey and post back to Macc using the freepost envelope or alternatively telephone Liz 
or Victoria on 0161 834 9823. 
 

Health and Social Care report  

 

Our Health and Social Care report based on the GMOPN’s 
2018 Health and Social Care event is now available to view. 
The report reflects wide-ranging discussions and makes 
recommendations for improvements and changes in order to 
ensure an age-friendly health and social care system.  To view 
the report please search http://bit.ly/Healthreport. Copies 
of the report are also available on request by telephoning 
0161 834 9823. 
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Participation opportunities  
 

Ambition for Ageing January Engagement Panel 

Date: Friday 18 January, 10:15-12:30 with lunch served afterwards 

Venue: George House Trust, 75-77 Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FX 

 

Firstly we will have presentations and discussions from Salford Age UK and Inspiring 
Communities Together (ICT) and Rochdale’s KYP who have both been delivering projects 
where local people have been growing food.  

Salford Age UK and ICT will be taking about their Green and Growing Project aimed at 
getting older people involved in gardening. KYP have worked in partnership with Petrus, 
a local organisation that have a community garden and older people have learnt about 
growing and using herbs, along with a local nursery bringing an intergenerational 
element to the project. 

Secondly Sophie Yarker, one of our partners from the MICRA at the University of 
Manchester will talk about findings from our report, ‘Building Age-Friendly 
Neighbourhoods in Greater Manchester’. This report draws on learning from the work 
Local Delivery Leads have done with communities across GM. It is created from older 
people’s views of what makes a neighbourhood age-friendly.  Travel expenses will be 
paid at the meeting. 

To book a place please contact Victoria on 0161 834 9823 or email 
GMOPN@macc.org.uk 

 

Spirit of Manchester Active Communities fund 

Spirit of Manchester Active Communities Fund for voluntary, community and social 
enterprise (VCSE) groups (financed by the Eric Wright Charitable Trust) – apply by 
midday 25 January 2019. 

Macc’s mini-grants programme, the Spirit of Manchester Active Communities Fund, 
financed by the Eric Wright Charitable Trust has around 12 mini-grants of up to £500 
available; to increase the number of people getting involved in their communities to 
address needs anywhere in Manchester’s neighbourhoods. There is just under two 
weeks until the Spirit of Manchester Active Communities Fund, financed by the Eric 
Wright Charitable Trust, closes for applications at midday on Friday 25 January. For 
more information and to apply search www.manchestercommunitycentral.org/spirit-
manchester-active-communities-fund or telephone 0161 834 9823 

 

 

https://www.manchestercommunitycentral.org/spirit-manchester-active-communities-fund
https://www.manchestercommunitycentral.org/spirit-manchester-active-communities-fund


 

 

 

 
Participation opportunities  
 
Culture Champions in Greater Manchester  
 
Ambition for Ageing are delighted to launch Culture Champions in Greater Manchester. This 
work has been developed in partnership with the Great Place GM project. Both partnerships 
are collaborating on a joint piece of work to ensure GM is a great place to grow older. 

It seeks to develop an innovative, age-friendly cultural offer across GM, to be driven by 
volunteers known as Culture Champions, the basis of which is the successful Manchester Age
-Friendly Culture Champions project; a large-scale volunteer ambassador project which has 
successfully engaged a wide range of people over 50.  

Culture Champions aims to include a wide range of older people in cultural activity and 
volunteering and to broaden the cultural offer taking place in communities. We are 
particularly interested in proposals which focus on reaching older people at risk of social 
isolation and those older people who do not currently access cultural activity in their local 
areas.  

One project will focus on Manchester and there will be projects in three of the seven other 
districts that Ambition for Ageing work in: Bolton, Bury, Oldham, Rochdale, Wigan, Salford 
and Wigan.  

For full details, including project requirements, contract length & value and the upcoming 
bidder event please see https://gmcvo.org.uk/new-scaled-programme-launch-%E2%80%
93-culture-champions-invitation-tender 

 

 
Join the Action Group  
 
We are still looking for some new members to join our 
Action Group. The Action Group meets every 6 weeks to 
discuss ideas relating to Older People in Greater 
Manchester and plan all aspects of the work of the 
Network. If you are over 50 and from, Oldham, Tameside, 
Trafford or Wigan and are  interested in joining the Action 
Group then we would love to hear from you. To get 
involved or to find out more about being an Action 
Group member, contact Victoria via 
GMOPN@macc.org.uk or telephone 0161 834 9823.  

https://gmcvo.org.uk/new-scaled-programme-launch-%E2%80%93-culture-champions-invitation-tender
https://gmcvo.org.uk/new-scaled-programme-launch-%E2%80%93-culture-champions-invitation-tender

