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The Spirit of Manchester Active Communities Fund  

Mini-grants Programme 2019-2020 

(Financed by the Eric Wright Charitable Trust) 

PROSPECTUS 

Macc is pleased to announce a new round of the Spirit of Manchester Active Communities Fund, financed 

by the Eric Wright Charitable Trust. 

From a total funding pot of £14,000, mini-grants of £500-only are available to voluntary, community and 

social enterprise (VCSE) groups working in the city of Manchester. We want to fund groups that can use 

£500 to help address local needs in the city by increasing volunteering. 

Please note: grants of exactly £500-only are available in this round of funding. 

 The deadline for funding applications is midday on Friday 30 August 2019 

 Macc will notify all applicants of the outcome of their bids by Friday 13 September 

 Upon completion of standard due diligence checks, successful applicants will receive their mini-

grants in a single payment via bank transfer. We aim to pay monies out by the beginning of October 

 Grant holders then have until 31 March 2020 to deliver their projects and spend the mini-grant 

Macc administers the Active Communities Fund on behalf of the Eric Wright Charitable Trust as part of our 

annual celebration of the city’s VCSE sector the Spirit of Manchester Programme. 

If you have general questions about the funding, please contact Oliver at Macc on 0161 834 9823 or via 

oliver@macc.org.uk. 

Aim of the Active Communities Fund 

The Fund aims to increase volunteering in communities across Manchester. For example, activities could 

involve the promotion of new or existing volunteering opportunities or focus on the removal of obstacles 

to people getting involved. 

Who can apply for a mini-grant? 

Please note: Macc is unable to accept bids from Community Interest Companies limited by shares. 

We welcome bids from a wide variety of VCSE organisations in Manchester representing a range of activity 

areas. The funding programme is open to organisations that: 

 Are a voluntary or community 

organisation or a social enterprise (except 

CIC’s limited by shares) 

 Have an annual income less than £100,000 
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 Have a governing document or 

constitution (applicants do not have to be 

registered organisations) 

 Have a bank account in the organisation’s 

name that has at least two signatories 

 Work within the city of Manchester for 

the benefit of its people 

 Are able to deliver an activity that meets 

the programme’s aim 

 Have an up-to-date safeguarding policy 

(for projects that involve children or 

vulnerable adults; you will need to provide 

your safeguarding policy on request) 

 Have a health and safety policy that 

contains appropriate standard procedures 

 Have an equalities policy 

 Have a current insurance liability policy 

certificate (for public projects) 

 Maintain financial accounts or an income 

and expenditure sheet 

 Maintain minutes of Board / Management 

Committee meetings in line with your 

governing document or constitution 

 Have an up-to-date list of Board / 

Management Committee members, their 

roles and home contact details 

 Agree to complete and return a Grant 

Monitoring Form after the project is 

finished 

Please note: if your organisation is successful in bidding for funding and before Macc can pay the £500, we 

will request some information as part of basic due diligence checks. See the section further below titled, 

“Due diligence checks of successful applicants”. 

In some circumstances, aside from the basic due diligence checks, we may be required to ask for evidence 

of any of the other items listed above.

What we cannot fund 

 projects that do not bid for the full £500 

 activities that do not meet the aim of the 

grants programme 

 ongoing running costs, pre-existing 

projects, fundraising appeals or larger 

projects that do not meeting the 

programme’s aim 

 any organisation not based in Manchester  

 any project that is not for the benefit of 

Manchester communities 

 Community Interest Companies that are 

limited by shares 

 any political organisations / groups  

 the payment of speakers from within your 

organisation 

 the purchase of vehicles or property 

 building renovation or repair 

 the work of individuals 

What we can fund 

This funding programme aims to increase the amount of people volunteering in communities across the 

city of Manchester. If successful, applicants must be able to fully complete their projects and have spent 

their £500 mini-grant by 31 March 2020. 
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All communities in Manchester could benefit from increased volunteer support to make more of a 

difference to the lives of people in need. Mini-grants of £500 could enable relatively small-scale, short-

duration activities that improve the level of volunteer involvement in your area. 

Examples of projects that previously received Active Communities Funding are at the end of this 

prospectus. The examples provided broadly indicate the kinds of activity our mini-grants can support. 

However, as well as from groups that may want to do similar projects, we want grant applications with 

different ideas about increasing the number of people involved in the support of their communities. 

Application form guidance and getting help with your application 

The application form is how you explain the main elements of your proposal. Guidance on completing your 

application is on the final page of the Word version of the form and at the end of the online version. 

Macc’s capacity building team can provide support for applicants through their usual referral process. 

Groups are free to contact the team on the 0333 321 3021 support line or via 

info@mcrcommunitycentral.org to request support and the team will manage requests subject to capacity. 

In addition, Macc’s capacity building team run drop-in sessions for voluntary and community groups to get 

advice on a range of topics. You are welcome to get support with your application at one of these sessions 

between 2pm and 4pm on Tuesday 16, 23 and 30 July; 6, 13 and 20 August. 

The drop-in venue is Macc, 3rd Floor, Swan Buildings, 20 Swan Street, Manchester, M4 5JW. 

Macc's capacity building team provides this support separately to the administration of this mini-grants 

programme and to the decisions made by the grants selection panel. 

How to submit your mini-grant application 

 The online application form and downloadable Word version are at 

www.manchestercommunitycentral.org/spirit-manchester-active-communities-fund 

 Applications using the Word version of the form should be emailed to grants@macc.org.uk or 

posted to Active Communities Fund, c/o Macc, 3rd Floor, Swan Buildings, 20 Swan Street, 

Manchester M4 5JW 

 The deadline for all funding applications, whether using the Word or online version, is midday on 

Friday 30 August 2019 

Please note: applicants that submit their application to grants@macc.org.uk should receive a reply to 

acknowledge receipt of their bid. If you do not receive this email within one working day, we may not have 

received your application and the panel will not assess it. If you have applied but not received a 

confirmation email, please contact Oliver at Macc on 0161 834 9823 as soon as possible. 

 For information on Macc’s Data Protection Policy, please go to https://bit.ly/2KEBsf1.  

How the programme will make funding decisions 

A panel of VCSE sector representatives will decide which applicants are to receive mini-grants. Panellists 

will assess all applications that meet the conditions of funding and prioritise those that demonstrate the 

best ways to increase volunteering. The panel’s decisions will be final.  

 Macc will notify all applicants of the outcome of their bids by Friday 13 September 
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http://www.manchestercommunitycentral.org/spirit-manchester-active-communities-fund
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 Upon completion of standard due diligence checks, successful applicants will receive their mini-

grants in a single payment via bank transfer 

 Grant holders then have until 31 March 2020 to deliver their projects and spend the mini-grant 

Due diligence checks of successful applicants 

Before mini-grants can be paid, due diligence checks will be carried out on successful applicants so that we 

can verify your organisation is active locally and financially solvent. 

By Friday 13 September, Macc will inform applicants as to whether or not their bid has been successful. 

Macc will ask successful organisations to provide the following information ASAP: 

 the organisation’s governing document / constitution 

 a bank statement in the name of the organisation and dated no earlier than August 2019 

 the names and home addresses of two Trustees / Committee Members / Directors (only where the 

lead and secondary contact named on the application form are not Trustees) 

Please note: Macc may not need you to submit due diligence documentation if you have received a grant 

through us since August 2018. If your bid is successful, we will confirm if we need the information. 

Grant monitoring forms 

All successful applicants will be required to complete a grant monitoring form within 4 weeks of your 

project’s completion and no later than 30 April 2020. This will be a short form telling us about the delivery 

and outcomes of your project. 

We also welcome photos, feedback from participants, videos and newspaper clippings. We will use the 

information provided to help make the case for future funding grants and to illustrate the success of work 

being done in Manchester. 

Good luck with your application! 
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Previously funded projects 

Below is a list of brief summaries of projects that previously received an Active Communities Fund grant: 

 An event held on World Autism Day supported by local volunteers that brought families together 

affected by autism 

 The purchase of gardening and litter-picking equipment for use by volunteers at a community 

spring-clean event in and around a local public park 

 The provision of radio broadcast training to volunteers that went on to produce their own local 

weekly community radio show 

 A volunteer-skills hub that supported people with learning disabilities to access volunteering 

opportunities, learn new potential employment skills and gain self-confidence 

 The production of induction packs for Student Trainee Placement Voluntary Counsellors as well as  

interviews for prospective volunteer trainee counsellors and running induction days 

 A celebration event for families with children aged under 5 years of age participating in a local 

library’s children’s book-gifting project, consulting and encouraging other families’ involvement 

 A series of volunteer engagement / consultation events aimed at increasing the number of women 

participating in cycling 

 Urban wildflower-planting taster sessions to recruit new core volunteers in response to increased 

demand for community planting 

 A combined volunteer celebration and recruitment open day to showcase existing local voluntary 

activities and attract new participants 

 Attending various network meetings across Manchester to encourage volunteering, particularly 

targeting the barriers to volunteering amongst Arabic-speaking communities 

 An event to celebrate local intergenerational befriending activity and attracting new volunteers to 

get involved 

 Community café sessions for the LGBT+ community offering peer support skills training tasters 

 A planning meeting for VCSE sector, NHS and City Council representatives to discuss strengthening 

links between health and care providers and voluntary organisations that assist people locally 

 A series of skills-learning events aimed at encouraging local people to become more involved in 

their community 

 Improvements to a community garden space encouraging increased numbers of local volunteers to 

do gardening, learn new skills, practice sustainable living and connect with nature 

 To establish an additional beehive and purchase bee monitoring equipment to engage supported 

vulnerable people to volunteer, improve their wellbeing and gain personal skills and confidence 


