
Creative City England  
‘She Made That’ 
With Soap for the Future 

Working with St James’ Surestart Centre young parents group and 

the Manchester Bangladeshi Women’s Organisation, Creative City 

used its mini-grant to run workshops for communities of normally 

isolated women and their families in Longsight, and then held an 

exhibition/celebration at Longsight Library.  

Activities included body-scrub making and arts and crafts, the 

results of which were displayed alongside a sharing event/

exhibition. The exhibition also included food & drink, face painting 

and work from Her Art CIC and St Luke’s TLC creative mental health 

support projects and two emerging independent female artists. 

One participant said, “My friend invited me to see her work here. 

I’ve found it really inspiring and I’m so encouraged by being at a 

women’s exhibition. I love the piece that says ‘art makes women 

powerful’!” 

Hasina, Community Asset Manager at Manchester Bangladeshi 

Women’s Organisation said, “It was really powerful to have that 

celebration event in somewhere public like the library, because it 

was saying proudly that the women are valuable in their 

community. It also showed the participants that there are lots of 

other women just like them out there making things and joining 

different groups, but from all different backgrounds.” 



Karen, Surestart Outreach and Engagement Worker said: 

“We’d been working on some topics like power and politics 

previously, and a lot of them got really stuck in and made creative 

work that expressed how they felt about certain issues like 

wellbeing, housing and childcare. After this project, we went on to 

have a meeting with some MPs recorded for radio, and the rise in 

confidence levels was really noticeable.” 



The Proud Trust 

Working closely with illustrator Polly Richards, The Proud Trust 
used its mini-grant to plan and deliver a creative workshop on 
International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia.  
 
The workshop was titled ‘Dancing in the Cesspit’ in reference to 
the statement made in 1986 by Manchester Police’s then Chief 
Constable James Anderton, describing the LGBT community as 
‘swirling about in a human cesspit of their own making’. 
 
The project worked with the LGBT+ Centre to bring in different 
members of the LGBT+ community into a creative non-
judgemental space to celebrate identity together.  
 



One participant said : 

“It’s a great space and a great opportunity to do arty things. I 

wouldn’t usually do these kinds of things or have the materials to 

do them. I love the placards and banner.”  



Rainbow Surprise Iftar Get Together 2018 
With Abraham Moss Community School 

Rainbow Surprise used its mini-

grant to organise and deliver an 

Iftar at Abraham Moss 

Community School.  

The event was open to and 

attended by people of all faiths 

in the interest of promoting 

community cohesion. The event 

was received positively and 

Rainbow Surprise documented 

the evening on film, which you 

can find on their YouTube 

channel .  

Here is just some of the 

feedback they have received.  

“I want to say what a marvellous 
event this has been, we’ve had an 
amazing time. Many, many 
congratulations to Rainbow Surprise, 
you’ve celebrated the month of 
Ramadan in a wonderful way, by 
bringing people of different faiths, by 
raising awareness of what Iftar is, and 
of course the message is about peace 



“I’m a local Rabbi, I’ve been invited 

by Rainbow Surprise, they do 

wonderful work, and I’d like to 

thank them for organising this 

wonderful Iftar. It’s so important 

that all faiths come together.” 

“I’ve had a wonderful evening, very 

well organised, the hospitality, the 

food, the space, everything is 

wonderful. I’ve made some lovely 

new friends.” 

“I’m very happy to have been invited to 
this Iftar. I think the evening’s gone 
down really well, there’s been lots of 
people here, and wonderful food of 
course. I think the idea of inviting other 
faiths and other cultures into these 
Iftars is going to break down more 
barriers than anything else, so I’m all 
for it. The more Iftars the better.” 



Notes Perfect 

Music 4 Life  

NotesPerfect used its mini-grant to fund music therapy sessions in 

its Music 4 Life project. The project consisted of a series of 2-hour 

workshops delivered to two different community groups over a 5-

week period, which were combined for the final two sessions.  

One of the groups consisted of adults with mental health problems 

and the other consisted of older African Caribbean members. 

Music 4 Life was directed towards people who are risk of 

loneliness and isolation, whether due to physical or psychological 

reasons, using music to collaborate and connect with each other.  

Whilst the ultimate aim of recording a rendition of Pharrell 

Williams’ ‘Happy’ in a studio couldn’t happen due to time 

constraints, the workshops were still able to bring the 

communities together to engage in a number of activities including 

vocal exercises and singing songs on a karaoke machine. 



Socio Economic Regeneration CIC  
With the Congolese Association of 

Greater Manchester 

Socio-Economic Regeneration CIC used its mini-grant to hold a social 

event that involving BME communities in Moss Side, including African 

Caribbean communities and the Congolese Association of Greater 

Manchester. The purpose of the event was to create some dialogue 

about stigma past and presently affecting neighbourhoods of Moss 

Side. Discussions highlighted how residents continue to experience 

issues associated with the Windrush generation, migration, 

integration and their effects on diversity in the area. 


